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Scandinavians and Slavs, and tells also of the distant islands
to which Viking explorers made their way. Of somewhat
similar interest, though not written in the biographical form,
is the Chronica Slawrum of Helmold, continued from 1172
by Arnold. Finally, it is of interest that there was already
a Bohemian able to write the history of his native country—
Cosmas of Prague, who had studied grammar and dialectic
at Li£ge, and who continued his Chronica Boemorum up to
his death in 1125.
The difference in character and in quality of these numer- Latin P°etry
ous historical works makes it possible to attempt only a
rough classification of them. There is the same diversity
and inequality of merit in the considerable volume of Latin
poetry that has survived from the eleventh and twelfth
centuries. Much of it was in metre, hexameter or penta-
meter, Ovid being the natural model for the latter, while
Lucan, whose formal exactness and rhetorical expression,
made him dear to the schoolmen, was as much as Vergil the
model for hexameters. The subject-matter was very diverse,
ranging from historical writings such as the Carmen de bello
Saxonico (c. 1075) or the Gesta of Frederick I in Italy to
philosophic treatises such as John of Salisbury's Eniketicus.
The best example of poetry on the classical model is provided
by Hildebert of Lavardin, bishop of Le Mans and later arch-
bishop of Tours, in the first half of the twelfth century, who
wrote on a variety of subjects, largely religious, though perhaps
his noblest poem is a secular one, in praise of ancient Rome.
The other group of poetical writings owed little to classical Hymns
authors. It was based on rhythm, and perhaps had its
source in folk-song; at any rate in form and sentiment it
conveys so much of the medieval spirit that it deserves more
emphasis than the poetry which was directly imitative of
the classical metres. It was especially used for hymn-writing,
which had been a common method of expressing religious
emotion in a poetical form from early Christian times. Not
- a few of the well-known ecclesiastics of this period wrote
hymns, for instance, Peter Damian, Abelard,1 Peter the
i A well-known hymn of Abelard is :
O quanta qualia
Sunt ilia Sabbata,
translated by J. M. Neale, " Oh, what their joy and their glory must be."

